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M£M0RANOUH OF AGREEHEt~T 
BETHEEN THE 

STATE ~JATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD. 
AND THE. . 

DEPART!YlHlT OF cm~SERVATION 
DIVISION OF Oll AND GAS 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Hemorandum of Agreement (HOA) is. to outline· the procedures 
for report-ing proposed oil ~ gas., and geothermal field discharges . and for 
prescribing permit requirements. These procedures are ·intended to provide. a 
coordinated appt·oach resulting in a single permit satisfying the statutorY 
obligations of both parties to th"i:s MOA. ·.These procedures. win. ensure that, .. 
construction or operation of oil, :gas:t and· geothermal jnjection wells and 
surface. disposal of waste water .from oil and gas and geothermal production 
does not cause degradation of waters of the State of California~ 

General 

·Responsibilities of the Agencies 

The· Depar·tment of Conservation; Division of Oil and Gas (CDOG) has the statuim~y 
responsibi1 ity to. prevent, as far as possible, damage to underground and surface 
\'laters suitable for irrtgation or domestic put~poses resulting from the drilling, 

.operat·ion, maintenance, or abandonment of oil, gas:~ and geothermal wells (i'ublic 
·Resources Code Sections 3106 and 3714}. · .CDOG has an application to EPA \vhich 
when approved Hill give CDOG additional· authority at1d responsibility in the 
administration of \~Jells in the Class II portion (injection of fluids related to 
oil and gas production) of the underground injection control program in California. 
That appl icat'ion \·Jas submitted in accordance with Section 1425{a) of the Safe 
Drinking ~later Act. · · 

The State Hater Resources Control Board '(S\·JRCB) and the nine California Regional 
Hatet· Quality Contt·o1 Boards {collectivelySHRCB) have statutory responsibility 
to protect the waters of the State and to preserve all present andanticipatEd 
beneficial uses of those waters (Water Code, Division 7~ Chapters 1 through 7). 

?cope of Agreement 

The following procedures have been formulated and adopted by the CDOG and SWRCB 
to ( 1) simplify reporting of proposed ~tJaste discharges by the oi 1 , gas, and 
g~:.:othermal operators, (2) ach·ieve coordination of activity, and (3) eliminate 
duplication of effort among the State agencies. As far as these agencies are 
concerned) the method of reporting propo~;ed oi 1 :- gas 1 and geotherrr.al underground 
injE!Ction and surface discharges \vill be uniform throughout the State~ The at
tDched maps show district and regional boundaries and office addresses 
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· The.fo11o~,oting procedln·es \·lill not~ener.ally be 1ipplicable to injection ~tells or 
surface disposal methods used by operators to rlispose of wastes other than pro
duced v1ater. Those discharges (e.g., scrubber wastes and refinery \'tastes) must 
be issued \o'Iaste discharge requirements or waiver$ through the appropriate Regional 
\iater Quality Control Board (Hater Code, Division 7, Chapter 4). Such discharges 
\'Jill not be subject to regulation b.Y. ~DOG unles.s the subject d·isposal t-Jell is 

·within the administratlve limits o·f an oil, gas, or geothermal field. In such 
· case, the CDOG must ·also issue a permit for the?~~ell construction (Public . 

Retsources Code Sections 3008 and 3203). The conditions ofthi s permit shou 1 d be 
fn agreement with the waste·. dischar!Je requi rerrte:nts for this we1 ·1. ·. .. .. .•... A;~ .. ·· -~. +: 

The COOG will. notify the Reg i orla lBriards of all new Operators ~n~~tXat:.r~:} 
CDOG personnel shall report all pollution problems, ·includin~ spills to the qrounc! 
surface or surface streams, to theappropriate Regional Board. 

Procedures .·· · 

Y!1_d_srg_rq):!.nd Injecti O!l: 

1. Ap_Ei'ication: Oil, gas, or geothermal operators must ffh~ an application for 
all' proposed injection projects t-Iith the appropriate CDOG D'istrict office. 
The District offic~~ will fon1ard a copy of the appli<:ation to the appl·opdate 
Regional Board for its revie\-1/ and cmrm1er1t. If the Regional Boat·d \<tishes to 
comment prior to the issuance of a draft permit for reviev-i, comments shall 
be rece i v.ed by CO:OG \>Ji thin 14 days • 

\ .. 
. . . 

2. Review and Consultation: During the revie\11 of tht-:! I1pp1"ication, the CDOG, 
lheRegi oria 1 Boar;:a-·:anrthe State Board shn l1 consu·a vii th. one another and 
local.agencies as necessary and may tequire the applicant to submit additional 
data as necessary to demonstrate that the proposed inj~ction w'ill not cause a 
water quality problem. 

3. Permit Preparation and Issuance: 
.. ---·-· .... ----··---·-----·-
a. CDOG vJi11 pr·epare a draft perm·it~ including monitor'ing f'(~qu·irements, for

the injection in accordance \\lith statutory obligations, furnishing a copy 
of the draft document to the appropriate Regional Board. 

b. The Regional Board \'Jill have the opportunity to comment on the draft 
requirements during the public review period established pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the COOG and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) .. 

l,i 
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The Regiona 1 Board sha 11 determine whether/or not draft requirements 
provide protection to ground and surface 0aters having present or an
ticipated beneficial uses. If the draft.requirements ar·e not adequ ''·'j 
the Regional Boar·d shall, \'lithin 3Q day~ propose conditions to CDOG 
which 1·10uld provide protection. CDOG will not ·Issu-e final requirer:len 
until Regional Board concerns have .been satisfied. 

If no response is received from the ,Regiona1 ·Board by the end of the 
public comme.nt period, the requirements kill be pre$umed fa be acceptable 
to the Regional Board. 

CDOG will furnish nal requirements to the Regional Board. 

Surfas.e f?Jscharge: 

1. Application: The oil, gas, or~eothermal operator shall file a Report ~f 
\~aste-Di scharge with the appropti ate Region a 1 Board. No report need be 
filed \vhen such a requir·ement is ~vaived by the Regional Board pursuant to 
~Jater Code Section 13269. 

t-Jhen a Report of ~Jaste Discharge is not adequate in the judgment of the 
Regional Boar·d, the Board may require the applicant to supply additiona1 
·information as it deems necessary. If a surface disposal site is within 
the administrative limits of an oiL gas, or geothermal fie'ld, the Regional· 
Board shall send a copy of the Report of Haste Discharge to the CDDG for ·1 
review and comment when the report is complete. If CDOG wishes to.corrment, 
the Regional Board should receive comments within 14 days to ensure con-
sideration of these comments during the drafting of waste discharge 
requirements. 

2. Preparc,t_tion and Adoption of H~~-t~~_Qfscharge J3~_quir:_~nents: 

a. The Regional Board Hill prepare draft vms disdkn"ge requ-irements for 
the disposal of production waters by surface discharge. If a surface 
disposal site is \'Jithin the adrninistrat·ive 1-irn'its of an on, gas, or 
geothei~mal field, a copy of the draft doccnnent sha·l·l be furn·ished to the 
appropriate CDOG District office. 

b. The COOG shall determine \llhether or not the draft reqtrlremt=:nts fulf·i11 
CDOG's statutory ob-ligations related to water quali If the draft 
requirements are not adequate, the CDOG shall. within 30 days, propose 
conditions to the Regional Board \·Jhich tvou1d meet these statutor·y ob1i
gations. ThE:: Regional Board \'riP not issue f'irwl ~"'E~quirements until 
CDOG concerns have been satisfied. 
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If no response is received from CDGG by the end of the public comrr.ent 
period, the requh·ements ~tli11 be presumed to be acceptable to COOG. 
The Regional Board win furnish a copy of the final requirements to 
CDOG. . 

Enforcement Coordi nat·ion 

After construction;· CDOG will not·ify the appropriate Regional Board of any 
pollution problems noticed during ·its inspection activities. The Re~ional Boards 
wlll notify CDOG of any suspected viol at ions of CDOG requirements uncovered during 
the Regional Boards' inspect·ion activities. · .. 

"" . ·,,· 

lf a determination is made by CDOG or by the Regjonal Board or the -S~JRCB that an 
injection or surface disposal operation is violating the terms of its permit or 
is causin9 an unacceptable water· quality problem. the permitting agency shall take 
any necessary actions to assure ~hat· compliance is ach·ieved or that the practice 
causdng Nater pollution is abated forthwith. If necessary~ the petmitt·ing agency 
shall order \'Jork to be done and/or order operation to be halted .. Enforcement 
actions involv·ing both statutory authorities should be coordinated among the 
parties involved in this NOA but neither agency is ptecluded from takinq indepen,.. 
dent enforcement action. · 

No~.:.!fjs~tion of this Aqreem_£nt 

Trris agreement will be effective upon signature by the designated parties. The 
agreement may be modified upon the initiative of either party for the purpose of 

. ensuring consistency \·Jith State or Federal statutes or· regulati,.ons, or for any 
other purpose mutually agreed upon. Any such modifications must be in writing 
and must be signed by the Director of .the Department of Conservation, the State 
Oil and Gas Supervisor, and the Chairwoman of the SlmCB • 

. -
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OIL AND GAS DlSTRlCTS 
o:f the 

CALIFORNIA D~VISlON OF Oll &GAS 

0 

Headquarters, 1416 9th Stree!, Rm. \310, Sat~raiTle!liP 95814 
Phone: (916) 44S-9f& 

District No. l: 519':'1 E. Pacific (()J.s!Hw~ .• Suite 300-N, Long 6<i!ach 90<604 
Pl'!one: (213! $90-53\1 

District No. 2: 1465. Oj~i Stre~,t. P.O. Bo:< 67, Santa Paula 93060 
Phone; (&151 52S-H05 

District No. 3: 301 W. Church S!>'e€1, P.O .. E\ox1..2J, Santa Maria 93454 
Phone: {8{15) 92'>-21>86 

District No. 4: 4800 Stockdale ~iwy., Sui!e 417, Baker~field 'i3109 
Phone; (805) 322-W31 

District No. 5: 466 N. fifth Str~t. P.O. Roll 616, Coalinga :~3.210 
Phone: GO'H 93S-2941 

Disrri(.t NO. 6: 117 W. lvlain Stree!, Suit~· ll, W<Xldland 956':1S 
Phone: (9.16) 6&2--1&81 
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OFFICES 

HEADQUARTERS 1416 Ni:rith St.~ }toont 1310 
& DISTRICT G1: Sacramento 95814' 

Phone (916) 323;.:1788 

. Phone (916) 323-2733 · 

485 Broadway, Su1te B 
El Centro 92243 .. 

. Phone (714). 353~9900 _ 

2904 McBride Lane 
.Santa Rosa 95401. · 
·Phone (707) 516-2385 

(707) 576-2386 

n • J 
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STATE WATER RtSOURCES CONTROL BOP'"~ . r 

P. 0. Box 1.00, Sacramento, CA 9580L 
,-. •' 

. ·. :CALlFORNlA REGIONAL WATER QUI\LI"fYCCJNTROl. BOARDS~ 

NORTH COASTREGJON (1) 
tOOQ Coddington Center 
santa Rosa, Cal ifor_n:ta:-95401 

(707) 545-2620 . 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGtdN (2} ' 
1111 Jackson Street, Room 6040 
Oakland,. California 94607 

(415.) 464-1255 . 

CENTRAL. COAST REGION (3) 
1122,..;·ALaurel Lane. 
San Luis Obispo~ California 93401 · ·· 

(805) 549-3147 

L.OS ANGELES REGION {4) 
107 South Broadway, Room 4027. • 
los Angeles, _California 90012 

·.-
.'!It· 
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. CENTRALVALLEY liEGION (5) 
· 3201 S Street 

Sacramento, California 95816 
(916) 445-0270 

Fresno Branch Office ____. 0 p 
3374. Eas·t.· Shields Avenue~ I}J~.:fl.v ·.fl.-· 

Fresno~ California. 93726 ~1 tlo 
(209)488-5116~ · . l'g)to\ .. ~. •· 
Redding Br<:lnch Office · · 
1815 Sacramento Street 

· · · Redding·, California 98001 · 
(9HH 442-6378 

lAHONTAN REGION (6) 
2092 Lake Tahoe Boutevard 

P. 0. Box i4367 . ·. 

.. ~ ., 

(213) 620:...4460 South Lake Tahoe, California 95702 , 
(916) 544-3481 . . . -- ~ 

...... 

Victorville Branch Office 
1'5371 Bo-nanza-Road 

... Victorville, California 92392 
(714) 245-"6585 

COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION (7} 
73....,271 Hi~Jhway 111. Suite 21 
Palm Desert, California 92260 

(714) 346-7491 

SAN.IA ANA REGION (S) 
6833 Indiana Avenue, Suite 1 
Riverside, California 92506 

(714) 684-9330 

SAN DIEGO REGION (9) 
6154 Mission Gorge Road, Suite 205 
San Diego, California 92120· 

(714) 286-5114 

/. 


